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DEATH PENALTY IN COLO 
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Debate brings historic vote 


IMPEACHMENT 


Trial 
could 
finish 


SOOT) 


Alexander says no to 
calling witnesses, but 
Collins breaks ranks 


By Lisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker 
and Zeke Miller 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» Republican Sen. 
Lamar Alexander of Tennessee 
declared late Thursday that he 
will oppose calling more witness- 
es in President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial, all but dashing 
Democratic efforts to hear more 
testimony and boosting chances 
the Senate will vote quickly to ac- 
quit the president. 

The retiring senator announced 
his decision by releasing a state- 
ment after senators finished a long 
question-and-answer session with 
the House Democrats prosecuting 
the charges and Trump’s lawyers 
defending the president. It’s a ca- 
reer-capping move by the 79-year- 
old lawmaker and former gover- 
nor with a centrist streak in GOP 
politics. 

At the same time, another key 
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Rand Paul: Chief justice denies 
senator’s bid to name person 
thought to be whistle-blower. 
»14A 


GOOD MORNING, 
SUNSHINE 


ce covers the leaves on the shore of Sloan’s Lake in Denver on Thurs- 
day morning. This cold spell will be brief, with high temperatures 
forecast in the 60s for the weekend. RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post 


Divided Senate’s OK 
makes repeal likely; 
GOP vows to fight on 


By Alex Burness 
The Denver Post 


Ina historic vote that followed a 
long and frequently emotional de- 
bate, a divided state Senate on 
Thursday took the most signifi- 
cant step yet toward ensuring 
Colorado will become the 22nd 
state to repeal the death penalty. 

By advancing the bill, the Sen- 
ate — which last year failed to 
pass the same bill — virtually 
guaranteed it will become law this 
year, because the House and gov- 
ernor are expected to back the 
bill. 

But even with the outcome fair- 
ly predictable, Capitol Republi- 
cans, who by and large support 
the death penalty, are vowing 
they won’t go down without a 
fight. 

Lacking the votes to reject the 
repeal bill — Democrats control 
all levels of Colorado state gov- 
ernment — Republicans have 
been pushing to get the repeal out 
of the Capitol and onto 2020 bal- 
lots. 

State Rep. Dave Williams, R- 
Colorado Springs, was incensed 
Thursday as he watched the Sen- 
ate reject a proposal to put the is- 
sue to voters. He said he would do 
everything in his limited power to 
bring the House’s work to a halt, 
in protest. 

“If the Democrats refuse to let 
the people decide, then I will do 
whatever I can to block the House 
chamber. I will debate; I will fili- 
buster. Pll have bills read at 
length,” he said. 

House Speaker KC Becker, D- 
Boulder, brushed it off, telling 
The Denver Post: “Dave Williams’ 
threat to shut down the entire leg- 
islature because of his support of 
the death penalty would prevent 
every single lawmaker from doing 
what they were elected to do — be 
their constituents’ voice at the 
Capitol.” 

The Senate, painfully split on 
the issue, spent the entire morn- 
ing and some of the afternoon in 
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Lawsuit: Kansas troopers 
target out-of-state drivers 


By Roxana Hegeman 
The Associated Press 


WICHITA» Ninety-three per- 
cent of the Kansas Highway Pa- 
trol’s traffic stops in 2017 in- 
volved cars with out-of-state 
plates, according to a lawsuit 
challenging the practice as an 
infringement on motorists’ 
constitutional rights. 

In an amended lawsuit filed 


Thursday on behalf of three 
plaintiffs, including two Okla- 
homa brothers who initially 
filed the complaint, the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union of 
Kansas and a Kansas City, Mo., 
law firm contend that the traf- 
fic stop statistics show the Kan- 
sas Highway Patrol specifically 
targets out-of-state drivers, in- 
cluding many on the main high- 
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LAW PROTECTING 
BIRDS ALTERED 


The Trump administration 
moves to weaken a 1918 law 
that allows the government 
to punish businesses that 

accidentally kill birds. »2A 


DECLARATION 
OF EMERGENCY 


The World Health 
Organization declares a 
global emergency as the 
coronavirus spreads. » 12A 


Debt & Democracy 


Residents seek control 
of their metro districts 


By David Migoya 
The Denver Post 


Homeowners in several met- 
ro districts across Colorado are 
pressing for greater transpar- 
ency and financial details from 
the developer-controlled 
boards that govern them — a 
few are pushing for their out- 


right ouster via a recall — in 
light of Denver Post stories 

highlighting their operations. 
With about four weeks re- 
maining for metro district resi- 
dents to file the paperwork 
needed to run for their local 
board of directors — seats on 
dozens of metro district boards 
DISTRICTS » 8A 
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